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RICHARD CASTLE S 

A CALM BEFORE STORM 

A DERRICK STORM MYSTERY 

PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR DERRICK STORM WAS ENJOYING THE EASY LIFE UNTIL 
HE FISHED UP THE DECAPITATED HEAD BELONGING TO A VICTIM OF NOTORIOUS 
CRIMINAL THE FEAR. THIS MAN ALSO KILLED DERRICK’S MOTHER. 


IN THE HOPES OF AVOIDING AN INTERNATIONAL CRISIS AND TO ENACT THEIR 
REVENGE, DERRICK AND HIS FATHER, CARL, HAVE TEAMED UP TO TAKE DOWN THE 
FEAR. CALLING IN A FAVOR WITH FAMED PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR JAKE PALACE, 
DERRICK ARRIVED AT THE RUSSIAN EMBASSY-JUST IN TIME TO INTERRUPT THE 
FEAR ASSASSINATING RUSSIAN DIPLOMATS AND FRAMING DERRICK FOR IT. 
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SO THIS LITTLE 

Y RUSSIAN KIP SAYS TO \ 
( HIS FATHER, "WHAT WILL 
COMMUNISM BE LIKE WHEN IT'S 


ANP the kip 

* SAYS, "BUT WHAT IF \ 
THERE'S A SHORTAGE OF \ 
MEAT?" ANP THE FATHER, 
HE SAYS, "THEN THERE'LL BE 
A SISN ON THE BUTCHER ) 
\ SHOP THAT SAYS, 'NO / 
\ ONE NEEPS MEAT 
TOPAY.'" 


7 WHOLE "FALL 
OF COMMUNISM" 
THINS STILL A SORE, 
V SUBJECT? y 


' PERRICK... 
YOU'RE NOT 
, HELPINS. , 










































































































































r HfcLfcN, X \ 
' SWEAR TO ' 
SOP, I HAVE NO 
CLUE WHAT 
i YOU'RE TALKING > 
V ABOUT, y 


PERRICK... 
IT'S OKAY. 


Y HELEN ' 1 > 

r SWEAR TO 600, 
PAP KNOWS 
EXACTLY WHAT 
i YOU'RE TALKING . 
f>V ABOUT. 


y YOU'VE X 
HEARP OF THE 
V FEAR? ( 


WHAT POES > 
HE HAVE TO PO 
v WITH THIS? J 


SHE ONLY ASKS 
ONE OUESTION... 




































L'M ONLY^ 

■ soins to say 

THIS ONCE, a 

^O IF WE ^1 
ISNORE IT, W 9 
YOU WON'T / P 
REPEAT IT y LOC 


W PUNNO. 

~ NEVER HEARP 
YOU JOKE, SO I'/V 
. NOT SURE WHAT 
^TO LOOK FOR 


I'VE HAP it^^B 
J WITH YOU SUYS 1 
SETTINS INTO THE 1 
MIPPLE OF ALL THIS. 
AS OF THIS MOMENT, 
UNTIL THIS SETS 
i RESOLVEP, I'M 1 
k SHUTTING YOU // 
. POWN. 


^ REFUSE? 4 
r PUSH BACK? ’ 
THEN I TOSS YOU 
IN A //afANP 

l r«?cw/W/ty y 

K THE HOLE. 


mr right now \ 

f X HAVE PEOPLE \ 
r COMB INS YOUR 
PLACES OF RESIPENCE. W 
WE'RE TAKINS YOUR 
PASSPORTS, WEAPONS. i 

YOU'RE SONNA HANP I 
ME YOUR PX 

L IO RI5HTNOW ON everythin^ 
^pg^ THATCAN^SET 

V TROUBLE. ^ 


THINK SHE \ 
/ KNOWS OUR CARS 
ARE BACK A COUPLE 
V MILES AT THE J 
-X EMBASSY? 











































IT POESN'T TAKE LONG 
FOR THINGS TO START 
COMPLETELY FALLING APART. 


PEMONSTRATIONS ARE BREAKING 
OUT IN RUSSIA, GERMANY ANP 
HERE IN THE GOOP OLP U.S. OF A. 


ANP I, ALONG WITH THE REST 
OF THE WORLP, AM JUST 
LOOKING ON IN PISBELIEF. 
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^ ...WHERE UNARMED > 
PEMONSTRATORS WERE 
SUNNEP POWN BV 
SOLPIERS IN THE SQUARE 
v OF ST. PETERSBURG. a 


ON JANUARY \ 
' 22NP. EXACTLY A ' 
HUNPREP YEARS AGO 
THIS COM INS 
V JANUARY 22NP, A 
IN FACT. 


r ANP THEY ~ 
CALLEP THAT 
v PAY... J 


BLOOPY 

SUNPAY.^ 


^ NOT '^P'l 
NECESSARILY. \ 

NOT IF THE FEAR ) 
l IS INVOLVEP. ( 
THIS IS HIS^N 
f GAtAB, ANP MOST 
OF THE TIME, YOU 
\ PON'T EVEN KNOW 
\ WHAT HIS . 
IWSAME IS. y/ 
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Kut/«5b£w 




















WHOA/ 

WHA--/ 


r you'vE^ 
REALLV SOTTEN 
JW/MWIN VOUR 
^ OLP A<5E. > 


^WELL, YOU'"' 
«4UE(50TTEN 


'BEATS THE 
ALTERNATIVE. 





























f ow/ow/ow/ 

MUSCLE CRAMPS. 
LESS FELL ASLEEt 
V CAN'T STANP 
\ UP/ 


r YOU'LL ^ 
SPEAK OF 
THIS TO NO 
V ONE. ~S- 


PHEN WE BECAME 
WHEN SHE PIEP. 









































STORM, IN YOUR 
IMAGINATION, PURING 
THE COURSE OF THE PAY, 
HOW OFTEN PO YOU THINK 
YOU ACTUALLY COME UP . 
^IN CONVERSATION? A 


V ON AN N 
AVERAGE VAV? 

PURELY AS A 
, GUESSTIMATE, 
C X'P SAY-- V 


X MIGHT'VE 


r EVERYTHING. T 
INCLUPING THAT 
HE WAS IN NEW YORK 
UNTIL RECENTLY. > 


r OKAY, SO T 
LOOK: HOW MUCH 
PO YOU KNOW 
ABOUT A GUY 
CALLING HIMSELF 
k.'THE FEAR"? ^ 


r THE PROBLEM ^ 
IS THAT USUALLY 
MY INTEL COMES IN 
TOO LATE TO HEAP 
HIM OFF. I ALWAYS 
. FINP OUT AFTER A 
V. THE FACT. 


~ HUH?^ 
HOW PIP 
kYOU--?j 


~ WHY WOULP ~ 
YOU KEEP SUCH 
CLOSE TABS ON 
v THE FEAR? i 


' TRACK OF ALL 1 
HIS COMINGS ANP 
GOINGS. I'VE GOT 
. EYES ANP EARS , 
V EVERYWHERE. ^ 

















































THE TENSION 

f IN VOUR VOICE. THE ' 
FROWN OF YOUR MOUTH, 
THE TWITCH IN ONE EYE. 
A HUNPREP LITTLE TaLS. 
L YOU'P BE A LOUSY / 
Ik. POKER PLAYER, y 


WHO SAIP > 
I WAS PISSEP 
.WITH YOU? A 


I HAPPEN 


' I'M NOT SCREWING AROUNP 

HERE, STORM. I KNOW YOU'RE 
ANSRY THAT X LIEP TO YOU. I 
. KNOW YOU HATEP MOURN INS 
V ME WHEN I HAP THE 
SjV NERVE TO BE ALIVE.^A 


r ANP IF I'M t 
SOI NS TO PULL 
THIS OFF, I'LL 
NEEPTHAT , 
^ TRUST. ^ 


BUT UNLESS 
YOU CAN PUMP 
THAT, RISHT NOW, 

, YOU'LL NEVER , 
L. TRUST ME. A 




























rSO YOU ^ 
CAN REALLY 
^ PO IT? > 


* SET INTO ' 
RUSSIA? YEAH, 
X HAVE A FEW 
SOLIPS I CAN 
V CALL IN. 


~ WHATS 1 
■ THE CATCH? 


S WHEN WE > 
FINP THE BASTARP, 
WE'RE NOT THERE 
k TO ARREST HIM. > 


' THE CATCH ' 
IS, I'M THERE 
EVERY STEP OF 
jv THE WAY. / 


WE CLEAR 
ON THIS, 

. CLARA? . 


^THAT'S FINE ~ 
WITH ME, BUT 
HERE'S MY OWN 
V CATCH: > 
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